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Science Academy students and faculty from the Austin 
(Texas) Independent School_Districtwere-surve about their- 
opinions and attitudes toward theScience-Academy. This report^^ - - 
contains a summary of their responses^ Percentages are given for each 
of thestudeht survey questions. Comparisons are made of the student 
and teacher perceptions. Survey results indicated that: |1) those _ 
students who felt inspired by their teachers also felt motivated to 
dp their be^t; {2) students with low grade point averages believed 
that the Science Academy teachers expected too much of them whereas 
students with high grade point averages did hot; and (3) students who 
felt well prepared in mathematics also believed they were well 
prepared in science. (ML) 
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Boring the spring, 1986, S Academy students and faculty were 

surveyed about their opinions and attitudes toward the Science Academy. 
Responses from_i43 students and 3 teachers are surrsnarized in this report 
of the survey results. 

What Did Students Say About The 
Science Actjdemy? 

Most students reported feeling motivated by being in the Academy with 
other students with similar interests, and almost three quarters felt 
that their interests were being satisfied. That the Science Academy 
offered opportunities for students to pursue individual interests was 
also supported by numerous comments that conveyed interest in and 
enthusiasm for the opportunity to work with computers and advanced 
scientific equipment. 



Many of the students would have wanted more sciencein junior high^ and 
nearly half thought that a: program such as the Science Academy at the 
junidrhigh level would help prepare a student for the Academy. Perhaps 
many of the students would have been interested in a junior high science 
magnet themselves. Nearly all said they would encourage other interested 
students to apply to the Science Academy. 
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DID YOU HAVE ENOUGH SCIENCE 

IN JUNIOR HIGH TO SATISFY 

YOUR INTEREST? a 
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I HdULb ENCOURAGE JUNIOR 
HIGH STUDENTS WHO ARE 
INTERESTED IN SCIENCE TO 
APPLY TO THE SCIENCE ACADEMY. 
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Ebmpared to preparatidri in science, students eshsistently felt _ 
significantly- better prep^ in language, mathematics, and social _ 
studies. While nearly all of the students felt adequately to very Well 
prepared in the content areas, just over two-thirds felt well prej3ared in 
study skills^ and more than half expressed interest in learning how to 
improve their study skills and habits. 



RHEN YOU ENTERED THE SCIENCE ACAOBIY* HeH HELL PREPARED RERE YOU IN 
THE F0LL0HIN6 AREAS? 



A. Not at all prepared 

B. Poorly prepared 

e. Adequately prepared 
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D. Well |3repared 

E. Very well j3rej3ared 



I Science 

I Hattieaatics 
jLenguage Arts 
Social Studies 




Not at All Poorly Adequately Mell 



Very Hell 



Students also perceived distinct advantages to being in the Science 
Academy^ such as helping them get into a good university and being sure 
of their plans to enter careers related to a scientific field of study. 
Howeverj students were divided on whether they thought the Science 
Academy would provide them with more immediate benefits, like improving 
performance on standardized tests. 



The concern that the students 
would have difficulty being 
accepted by the regular student 
body at LBJ High School did not 
develop into a major issue. The 
majority reported that they were 
not hassledby other students, 
and only a few said they were 
hassled at times. 
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Agree Neutral Disagree 



OTHER STUDENTSHASSLE ME 
BECAUSE ! AH IN THE 
SCIENeE ACADENY. 
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The following scale was used by students to respond to the following 
survey questions: 



BEING WITH OTHER SCIENCE ACADEMY 
STUDENTS WHO HAVE INTERESTS SIMILAR 
TO MINE MOTIVATES ME TO LEARN. 



THE SCIENCE ACADEMY PROVIDES AN 
OPPORTUNITY TO STUDY TOPICS 
THAT INTEREST ME. 



THE SCIENCE ACADEMY TEACHERS 
INSPIRE ME TO LEARN. 



THE SCIENCE ACADEMY TEACHERS 
EXPECT TOO MUCH FROM ME. 



I TRINK MY REGULAR CLASS TEACHERS 
EXPECT A^tOT FROM ME JUST BECAUSE 
I AM IN THE SCIENCE ACADEMY. 



MY STUDY RABITSi ARE NOT AS GOOD 
AS THEY SHOULD BE. 



I WOULD LIKE TO LEARN HOW TO 
IMPROVE MY STUDY SKILLS. 
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Strongly Disagree 
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A. strongly Agree B. Agree G. Neutral D. Disagree E. Strongly Disagree 



I LEARN A LOT FROM USING THE 
eOMPUTERS AND SCIENCE EQUIPMENT 

WHAT I LEARNED IN JUNIOR HIGH 
SCIENCE IS USEFUL NOW IN WHAT 
I'M STUDYING IN THE SCIENCE 
ACABEMY. 



BEING IN THE SCIENCE ACADEMY WILL 
PROBABLY HELP A STUDENT GET INTO 
A GOOD UNIVERSITY. 



A dUNIBR HIGH SCIENCE ACADEMY WOULD 
HELP PREPARE STUDENTS FOR THE HIGH 
SGReet SCIENCE ACADEMY. 



I WQUtD CeNSIDER PURSUING A 
CAREER IN SeiENCE, MATH, OR 
TEGRN0L0GY. 



WHAT Be Y0U PLAN TO DO AFTER YOU 
GRABBATE FROM HIGH SCHOOL? 

A. Find a science, math, or 
technology related job. 

B. Find any kind of job. 

C. Go to a cormnunity college. 

D. Go to a university. 

E. I don't Rnow yet. 



ft 


B 


e 


d 


E 




58 


33 


Id 


14 


17% 


42% 


24% 


7% 


10% 


15 


47 


31 


16 


26 


10% 


33% 


22% 


17% 


18% 


51 


65 


17 


3 


7 


36% 


45% 


12% 


2% 


5% 


25 


39 


35 


24 


16 


18% 


28% 


25% 


17% 


12% 


65.. 


48 


19 


4 


7 


45% 


34% 


13% 


3% 


5% 


6. 


0- 


3 


111 


22 


4% 


0% 


2% 


78% 


16% 



O i 

o 
o 
o 

o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
d 

Q 
D 
Q 

o 
o 

Q 
O 



86.17 



How Did Students arid Teachers Cotfipare? 



Do students and teachers view 
the d^fficalty o^the Science 
Academy currlculuni differently? 



YES! Students tended to thihk_it 
was more difficult than teachers, 
who were more likely to think that 
the difficulty level was just right. 
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How well prepared are students 
In study skills? 



Teachers thought that students 
were poorly prepared in study 
skillss and all agreed that 
skills heeded imprdvemeht. More 
than two-thirds of the students 
thought they were adequately to 
very well prepared in study _ 
skills; however, more than half 
agreed they wanted to learn how 
to improve their skills. 
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Do the Science Academy teachers 
expect too much of the students? 



It depends on who you ask* 
None of the teachers thought 
that their expectations were 
too high • Most students were 
neutral , but morestudents 
agreed than disagreed that 
teachers' expectations were 
too high. 
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What Else Was Learned? 



In addition to the responses presented in the preceedihg sections^ the 
following results were fo^ statistically cdrreliting items with 
other items or with students' grade point averages (GPA) at the end of 
the fifth six-week grading period in 1986. 

• Those students who felt inspired by their teachers also felt 
motivated to do their best. 

• Students who thought that courses were difficult tended to 
believe that the teachers expected too much from them. The 
converse was also true. Those who thought courses were easy 
thought that teachers did not expect too much from students. 

i Feeling prepared in study skills was related to feeling, 
prepared in the content_areas--the better the study skills, 
the better prepared a student felt in science^ language arts, 
raathematics, or social studies. Also, feeling well prepared 
in mathematics meant feeling prepared in science. 

i Ninth- and tenth-grade students with low GPAs believed that 
the Science Academy teachers expected too much of them; 
students with high GPAs did not feel this way. 

i Ninth-grade students with low GPAs said they wanted to improve 
their study skills, and low-GPA tenth graders tended to feel 
unprepared in study skills. 
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